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Response to Amendment 

1. This action is in response to the amendment filed on 11/21/2007. Claims 2-5 
have been previously cancelled. Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 7-22 have been 
newly added. Claims 1, 6 and 7-22 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claims 17-19 recite " collecting information 
from unaltered and previously undefined equipment to complete the survey of the site ", 
the examiner finds no support in applicant's specification for previously mentioned 
limitation in said claims 17-19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1, 6-9, 11, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McMahon (US 5,956,658) referred to hereinafter as McMahon. 

Regarding claim 1, McMahon discloses a system for collecting information 
relating to equipment located at a site, the system comprising: a first database including 
legacy data relating to at least a portion of the equipment; a server including software 
for importing the legacy data into a specified data structure and for exporting the 
specified data structure and a survey process comprising a plurality of steps required to 
Complete the survey of the site; and, a mobile survey device for receiving the specified 
data structure, the survey process, and the legacy data prior to performing a survey and 
for displaying the survey process to guide a user in collecting the information to 
complete the survey of the site; wherein the specified data structure comprises a field 
for each type of expected information and at least one acceptable entry for each field 
(see at least col. 3 line 7-col.4 line 65). 

Regarding claim 6, the survey device of McMahon is further configured to 
communicate the information collected to the server. 

Regarding claim 7, McMahon teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the at least 
one acceptable entry for each field comprises a plurality of acceptable entries for each 
field from which one of the plurality of acceptable entries is selected for information 
collected by the mobile survey device (see at least col. 8 lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 8, McMahon teaches a system of claim 1 wherein collecting the 
information further comprises placing the information in an appropriate field and further 
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identifying the information as one of the at least one acceptable entries (see at least 
col.8 lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 9, McMahon teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the expected 
information comprises information expected to be collected related to equipment (see 
col.4 lines 10-14). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McMahon teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the expected 
information comprises information expected to be collected related to a site (see at least 
col.5 lines 40-43). 

As per claims 17 and 20, the limitations of claims 17 and 20 are similar to the 
limitations of claims 1 ; therefore they are rejected based on the same rationale. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 10, 12-16 and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McMahon (US 5,956,658) referred to hereinafter as McMahon. 

As per claims 10, 12 and 16, Although McMahon teach collecting information 
related with an equipment and a site, McMahon does not expressly teach that related 
information to the equipment and the site is collecting from a group consisting of the list 
mentioned in claims 10, 12 and 16. However it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to pull or gather information 
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related to an equipment and a site from a group consisting of the list stated in claims 10 
and 12 in order to assemble an accurate inventory so that one can better administer 
and maintain the machines. 

As per claim 13, Although McMahon and Johnson teach collecting or gathering 
data, both McMahon/Johnson do not expressly teach the data being photographs. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate photographic file as part of the data to be collect into the disclosure 
of McMahon in order to provide the user with the option of viewing the picture of the site 
or equipment surveyed. 

As per claims 14-15 and 18-19, McMahon teaches plurality of steps required to 
complete a survey of the site comprising: collecting store information; collecting a 
system identification; collecting inventory information and collecting system information, 
McMahon however does not expressly that the data is association with HVAC or 
refrigeration equipment 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The survey of data steps 
would be performed the same regardless. Thus, this descriptive material will not 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re 
Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 
F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use the steps of surveying data associated with 
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HVAC or refrigeration equipment because association with HVAC or refrigeration 
equipment does not functionally relate to the steps in the method claimed and because 
the subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. See MPEP 21 06 VI for further details. 

As per claims 20-22, McMahon teaches all the limitations, however McMahon 
does not expressly teach quality control of the information being communicated from the 
mobile device to the server , specifically identifying a failure and correcting it. The 
examiner takes Official Notice that identifying a failure and providing a correction when 
communicating information from a mobile device to a server is old and well known in the 
art at the time the invention was made. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify McMahon to include a 
quality control of communicating information from a mobile device to a server in order to 
ensure the successful delivery of all the data imported into the server. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please refer to form 892 form cited references. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUSSA A. SHAAWAT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2945. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8am-5:30pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mussa Shaawat 
Patent Examiner 
February 8, 2008 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



